LITERACY LESSON PLAN
Grade Level/Subject: 1st Grade Science
Prerequisite Knowledge:

· Students should know what a tornado is
· Students should know about different weather phenomenon

· Students should be able to understand how to properly work with partners when reading
Approximate Time: 40 minutes

Student Objectives/Student Outcomes:

· Students will be able to demonstrate how to properly react during tornado watches and tornado warnings

· Students will be able to explain necessary safety procedures during a tornado
· Students will be able to create and understand how to read a table

· Students will be able to read books independently and/or in pairs
· Students will be able to share their thoughts within a group setting

Content Standards:
1.B.1a  Establish purposes for reading, make predictions, connect important ideas, and link text to previous experiences and knowledge.
12.E.1b  Identify and describe patterns of weather and seasonal change.

13.A.1a  Use basic safety practices (e.g., not tasting materials without permission, “stop/drop/roll”).
4.A.2b  Ask and respond to questions related to oral presentations and messages in small and large group settings.
WIDA English Language Proficiency Domains:
Listening: Process, understand, interpret, and evaluate spoken language in a variety of situations
Speaking: Engage in oral communication in a variety of situations for a variety of purposes and audiences
Reading: Process, interpret, and evaluate written language, symbols, and text with understanding and fluency

Materials/Resources/Technology: chart paper, marker, post-its, and various books on tornadoes such as:

· Tornadoes! by Anne Wendorff

· Tornadoes! by Gail Gibbons
· Tornadoes Can Make It Rain Crabs by Melvin Berger

· Magic Tree House: Twister on Tuesday by Mary Pope Osborne

· Twister Twyla: Kansas Cowgirl by Jerri Garretson
Implementation:


Time
 
	<5 minutes
	Opening of lesson: 

After bringing the students to the carpet area, the teacher will ask students if they would remember what to do if a tornado siren went off right then. After hearing a few responses based on school safety procedures, the teacher will explain that they will be learning about more ways to be safe during a tornado at home and at school. She will quickly remind the students of the expectations while listening to a story and sharing ideas.




	35 minutes
	Procedures: 
After introducing the lesson, as described above, the teacher will read Tornadoes! by Gail Gibbons to the whole class. After reading, she will review some of the topics covered in the story, especially the goals for tornado safety.  Then, the class will create a list of safety procedures on chart paper.  These procedures will be taken from the story as well as from student thoughts and personal experiences.  The teacher will go over when these procedures are necessary as well as the difference between a tornado warning and a tornado watch.  She will ask students what they think a tornado watch and warning might look, feel, or sound like.

After creating the safety chart and being reminded of the expectations, the students will be sent off to read tornado books either independently or in pairs.  Various books on tornadoes from the library and curriculum collections will be present throughout the classroom. If possible, ELLs can be provided with books in their L1 to better support their learning and overall understanding. If a book contains safety information related to tornadoes, the students should write the information on a post-it note and add it onto the class-made chart. The teacher should model and example of this so that the students know what good note-taking might look like. The students will then read for a specified amount of time and then they will be called back together.



	<5 minutes
	Summary/Closing:

The students will put away the books and come back to the carpet area.  The teacher will

highlight any additions that were made to the chart and ask for any more that the students

may have found while they were reading. She will also ask students to share any

new things that they learned about tornadoes from their books. The teacher will explain 

that the safety  procedures they learned will be important when they create their final 

product, a weather safety brochure.



	
	Student Assessment:

 The students will be assessed informally by their reactions and responses to the story.  Their final product, the safety brochure, will be formally assessed.  Therefore, their understanding of tornado safety will be assessed at that time.


